MISTRESS        HENLEY
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look vastly fine when I was dressed, and I put on
some red, as almost everyone does,

An hour before the ball Mr. Henley arrived
from Hollow Park.

" You look very well, madam," he said, " for
you cannot look otherwise; but I like you a
hundred times better in your simplest clothes than
in all this finery. It also appears to me that a
woman of twenty-six should not be dressed like a
girl of fifteen, or a respectable woman like an

Tears sprang to my eyes.

" Lady Ailesford," I replied, " in sending me
this costume did not think herself to be dressing
a girl of fifteen or an actress, but her niece and
your wife, whose age she knew. . . . But, sir,
you have only to say that this costume vexes or
displeases you and I should give you pleasure in
not appearing dressed m this manner, and I shall
at once give up the ball, and, I hope, with a good
grace."

" Could you not," he said, " send a man on
horseback to fetch another dress, another hat? "

" No ! " I said, " that is not possible. My
woman is here, they would find nothing; I have
nothing suitable; I should certainly disarrange my
hair - "

" And what would that matter? " said Mr.
Henley, smiling.

" It would matter to me" I exclaimed with
warmth, " but if you prefer that I should not go to
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